
 

 

 

3342 Blue Star Highway 
Saugatuck, MI 49453 
Phone: 269 857-3000 
E-mail: Office@saugatuckfire.org 

 
FIRE CODE BOARD of APPEALS MEETING 

4:30pm – February 4th, 2020 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 

1. Call to Order / Roll Call:   
Meeting called to order by Chairperson Miller at 4:31pm 
PRESENT: A. Miller, E. Beckman, J. Verplank 
ALSO PRESENT: Chief Greg Janik, Deputy Chief Chris Mantels 
ABSENT with Notice: None 

2. Reminder: It is requested that the board silences cell phones and put them away for the duration of the meeting. 
3. Approval of Agenda (additions / deletions):  

A. Agenda stands as presented. 
4. Approval of Minutes:  

A. January 27th, 2020 
Motion by Beckman, 2nd by Verplank to approve the minutes of the 1/27/2020 meeting as pre-
sented.  No discussion, motion carries unanimously. 

5. Public Comment on Agenda Items Only (Limit 3 minutes): 
A. Rebecca Bruns – Laketown Resident 

i. Would like written comments included in the public record. 
ii. Speaking in support of the Fire District and Chief Janik. 

6. Unfinished Business:  
A. Consider Appeal of NORTHSHORES OF SAUGATUCK, LLC 

i. Presentation by the Applicant or designee. 
1. Northshores of Saugatuck LLC additional information for Lot 15 was presented by At-

torney Carl Gabrielse.  
2. Wants to step back and frame issue and this topic. 
3. Cautions the BOA not to be misled by the Fire Code Official. 
4. Believes that NFPA 1142 applies. 
5. New 8” dry hydrants will be 400 feet closer. 
6. The BOA is now the AHJ, not the Fire Chief. 

ii. Presentation by the Fire Code Official or designee. 
1. Chief Janik and Deputy Chief Mantels presented the Fire District’s case.  (see Power-

Point.) 
iii. Questions from Board Members 

1. Verplank has no further questions. 
2. Beckman asked for clarification on the 400 feet closer stated by Carl Gabrielse. 
3. Miller has no further questions after reviewing all of the codes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Office@saugatuckfire.org


 

 

 

iv. Discussion among Board Members 
1. PUD Documents were discussed 

a. Lot 15 is not part of the PUD at all, it appears that it starts at Lot 16 and up. 
2. Consent Judgement 

a. This does appear to apply to this property.   
b. Only thing it doesn’t allow is a secondary access road. 
c. Does still allow for equivalent emergency water needs.  
d. Nothing appears to limit water supply requirements or methods. 

3. The Fire Department speaks for the Township as they are their representative for fire 
safety. 

4. The Fire Chief, and the Fire Department are the AHJ in this case, and not lawyers and 
others. 

5. Miller agrees with appellant that the property in question does fall in a rural area.   
a. Doesn’t believe the existing 6” pipes are an adequate or reliable system 
b. Believes NFPA 1142 code can be applied. 
c. Also can apply IWUIC. 

i. Where houses meet wildland area 
d. Using either NFPA 1142 and IWUIC does not result in an exact formula, it relies 

on the fire code officials knowledge to determine those needs 
e. It is clear there is limited access, delayed discovery, and high winds can all con-

tribute to the fire spread quickly. 
f. Doesn’t believe equivalent methods have been proposed, that is up to the fire 

district and the developer. 
g. Miller believes that either NFPA 1142 or the IWUIC should be applied to this 

particular area, but not the entire Township.  
 

7. Verplank 
A. Any and all code determinations are left to the fire code official 
B. All code determinations will end with the same result 
C. Suggests that any re-review would be at the expense of the developer 
D. Continues to be reminded about the BOA’s firefighting ability 
E. Doesn’t believe the Developer or the Attorney know firefighting. 
F. Takes a long time to lay hose and get it out of the road 
G. Believes it should be left to the Fire Department of how to fight a fire. 
H. With all due respect, the Attorney doesn’t know much about firefighting 

 
8. Beckman 

A. Agrees that the property is in a rural area and NFPA 1142 could be applied 
B. 1142 still reverts to the AHJ to determine water supply needs 
C. Feels that the system he looked at today is not sufficient, or reliable. 
D. Leaving it up to the AHJ and review it again with NFPA 1142, and or the 

IWUIC. 
E. Only thinking about just Lot 15.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
i. Action by Board 

1. Motion by Miller, 2nd by Beckman to reverse the fire code officials decision regarding 
the Northshores appeal with Lot 15 based on the Board of Appeals determination that 
NFPA 1142, and/or the International Wildland Urban Interface Code apply to this 
property, for the reasons set forth in our record of proceedings, and further directing a 
subsequent review by the fire code official using NFPA 1142, or the Wildland Interface 
Guidelines as well as the existing Consent Judgement to make their decision.  
YAYS – Miller, Beckman, Verplank 
NAYS – None 
Absent with Notice - None 
 

9. New Business:  
A. None 

10. Public Comments: (Limit 3 minutes): 
A. None 

11. Board of Appeal Member Comments:  

12. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 5:35pm 
NOTICE 

This facility is wheelchair accessible with accessible parking spaces available.  Request for accommodations or interpretive services must be 
made 48 hours prior to this meeting.  Please contact Saugatuck Township Fire District at 269-857-3000 for further information. 


