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FIRE CODE BOARD of APPEALS MEETING 
3:30pm – February 3rd, 2025 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 

1. Call to Order / Roll Call:  Meeting called to order by Chair Beckman at 3:30pm.  
PRESENT: J. Verplank, E. Beckman, C. North. 
ABSENT: None 
Also Present: Chief Greg Janik, D.C. Mantels, W. Bales, and Attorney Randy Schipper. 

 

2. Reminder: It is requested that the board silences cell phones and put them away for the duration of the 
meeting. 

3. Approval of Agenda (additions / deletions):  
  Motion by C. North, second by J. Verplank, to approve the agenda as presented. No 

discussion. Motion passes unanimously by voice vote. 
4. Approval of Minutes: 

A. January 27th, 2025 – 6545 Clearbrook Dr – Appeal Follow-Up Hearing 
Motion by J. Verplank, second by C. North, to approve the minutes of the 1/27/2025 hearing 
as presented. No discussion.  Motion passes unanimously by voice vote. 

5. Unfinished Business: 
A.  Appeal of 6545 Clearbrook Dr., K & E Ventures, LTD. 

i. Discussion 
ii. Re-Open Hearing (Chair) (Roll Call Vote) 

YEAS: Verplank, Beckman, North 
NEAS: None 
ABSENT: None 
Motion Passes – 3:0 

iii. Presentation by the Applicant or designee. (Limit 5 minutes) 
1. Mr. Schipper read some additional comments and provided a copy of the same 

that are included in the public record.  
2. Mr. Schipper provided an updated site drawing from CKC architect showing the 

parking was challenging to fit.  
iv. Presentation by the Fire Code Official or designee. (Limit 5 minutes) 

1. Chief Janik provided a copy of the survey and easement that was obtained 
from the Township Zoning Administrator.  

2. The Township Zoning Administrator indicated they will also have to comply 
with the width and other driveway requirements of the Township.  

3. There is no such thing as fire resistive construction in a residential dwelling and 
the older legacy is less of a “fire trap” than today’s construction. .  

4. D.C. Mantels provided a copy of the updated site plan received 5 minutes ago 
showing additional locations for parking that could fit on the latest plan.  
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v. Presentation by other parties (Limit 3 minutes) 
1. None 

vi. Discussion 
1. Discussion ensued between the BOA members and Mr. Schipper.  

vii. Close Hearing (Roll Call Vote) 
Motion by Verplank, 2nd by North to close the public hearing.  No further discussion.  
YEAS: Verplank, North, Beckman 
NEAS: None 
ABSENT: None 
Motion Passes – 3:0 

viii. Action by Board (Roll Call Vote) 
1. Verplank feels that the fire code does apply and the property needs to comply 

as they are tearing down the existing dwelling and proposing a new one.  
2. North agrees with Jane that the code needs to be met and would vote to deny.  
3. Beckman stated that he agrees that the different points of the appeal are not 

met.  He advised that the Fire District would have it’s legal counsel draft up a 
letter regarding the decision and it would be shared with Mr. Schipper when 
completed.  

4. Meeting to review the letter from the attorney will hopefully be just before the 
next Fire Board meeting at 3:30pm in two weeks.  

6. New Business:  
A. None 
 

7. Public Comments: (Limit 3 minutes):  
A. None 

 

8. Board of Appeal Member Comments:  
A. None 

 

9. Adjournment:  
A. Meeting adjourned at 3:56pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE 
Request for accommodations or interpretive services must be made 48 hours prior to this meeting. 

Please contact Saugatuck Township Fire District at 269-857-3000 for further information. 
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Red parking spaces added during 2/3/2025 BOA meeting by D.C. Mantels to outline other parking options. 


