) SAUGATUCK TOWNSHIP FIRE DISTRICT

i Proudly serving : Douglas | Saugatuck | Saugatuck Township
. . 3342 Blue Star Highway
In-Person Meeting Location Saugatuck, Ml 49453
o o 269 857-3000 / Fax: 269 857-1228
Saugatuck Township Fire District E-mail: info@saugatuckfire.org

3342 Blue Star Highway
Saugatuck, Ml 49453

FIRE CODE BOARD of APPEALS MEETING
3:30pm — February 39, 2025
APPROVED MINUTES

1. Call to Order / Roll Call: Meeting called to order by Chair Beckman at 3:30pm.
PRESENT: J. Verplank, E. Beckman, C. North.
ABSENT: None
Also Present: Chief Greg Janik, D.C. Mantels, W. Bales, and Attorney Randy Schipper.

2. Reminder: It is requested that the board silences cell phones and put them away for the duration of the
meeting.
3. Approval of Agenda (additions / deletions):
Motion by C. North, second by J. Verplank, to approve the agenda as presented. No
discussion. Motion passes unanimously by voice vote.
4. Approval of Minutes:
A. January 27, 2025 — 6545 Clearbrook Dr — Appeal Follow-Up Hearing
Motion by J. Verplank, second by C. North, to approve the minutes of the 1/27/2025 hearing
as presented. No discussion. Motion passes unanimously by voice vote.
5. Unfinished Business:
A. Appeal of 6545 Clearbrook Dr., K & E Ventures, LTD.
i. Discussion
ii. Re-Open Hearing (Chair) (Roll Call Vote)
YEAS: Verplank, Beckman, North
NEAS: None
ABSENT: None
Motion Passes — 3:0
iii. Presentation by the Applicant or designee. (Limit 5 minutes)
1. Mr. Schipper read some additional comments and provided a copy of the same
that are included in the public record.
2. Mr. Schipper provided an updated site drawing from CKC architect showing the
parking was challenging to fit.
iv. Presentation by the Fire Code Official or designee. (Limit 5 minutes)
1. Chief Janik provided a copy of the survey and easement that was obtained
from the Township Zoning Administrator.
2. The Township Zoning Administrator indicated they will also have to comply
with the width and other driveway requirements of the Township.
3. There is no such thing as fire resistive construction in a residential dwelling and
the older legacy is less of a “fire trap” than today’s construction. .
4. D.C. Mantels provided a copy of the updated site plan received 5 minutes ago
showing additional Regstibnt ¥or parking that could fit on the latest plan.
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v. Presentation by other parties (Limit 3 minutes)
1. None
vi. Discussion
1. Discussion ensued between the BOA members and Mr. Schipper.
vii. Close Hearing (Roll Call Vote)
Motion by Verplank, 2" by North to close the public hearing. No further discussion.
YEAS: Verplank, North, Beckman
NEAS: None
ABSENT: None
Motion Passes — 3:0
viii. Action by Board (Roll Call Vote)
1. Verplank feels that the fire code does apply and the property needs to comply
as they are tearing down the existing dwelling and proposing a new one.
2. North agrees with Jane that the code needs to be met and would vote to deny.
3. Beckman stated that he agrees that the different points of the appeal are not
met. He advised that the Fire District would have it’s legal counsel draft up a
letter regarding the decision and it would be shared with Mr. Schipper when
completed.
4. Meeting to review the letter from the attorney will hopefully be just before the
next Fire Board meeting at 3:30pm in two weeks.
6. New Business:
A. None

7. Public Comments: (Limit 3 minutes):
A. None

8. Board of Appeal Member Comments:
A. None

9. Adjournment:
A. Meeting adjourned at 3:56pm.

NOTICE
Request for accommodations or interpretive services must be made 48 hours prior to this meeting.
Please contact Saugatuck Township Fire District at 269-857-3000 for further information.
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02/03/2025 Fire BOA Outline
Randy Schipper for Culver and Karen Lamb, through their LLC, K&E Ventures, Ltd.

We are appealing the refusal of the STFDistrict to allow the existing access to the
existing parcel to continue serving that parcel if the old house is replaced with a
new house.

The Lambs can legally continue occupying the existing residence with no further
approval. But it is unsafe for handicapped persons in their family due to its
cramped size, non-fire retardant materials, not being up to current code, and lack
of sprinkling.

All the Lambs want to do is replace that firetrap with a house that is handicap
accessible, of fire-retardant materials, with sprinkling, and up to current building
codes. That is, a much safer house.

You want them to upgrade their driveway to current fire codes if they do that.
They cannot create the IFC required turnaround within their parcel. Their
architect has tried a number of different layouts and could not come up with one
that met the requirements of the IFC and township while still leaving a feasible
building footprint for a new ADA compliant residence and parking area.

The STFD report submitted for this meeting identifies a “slanted turnaround” plan
as a reasonable accommodation—on the last page of its report. That drawing was
an off-the-cuff last ditch attempt by the Lambs’ architect to come up with a
workable plan. After Mr. Mantels indicated it may work, the architect went back
to see if he could work in the required parking with the handicap ramps with the
final layout of the residence. He could not, as shown on the drawing | am
providing you today.

If they cannot install an IFC compliant turnaround, we could not widen the
driveway throughout the 750 ft easement providing access and could not replace
the driveway with one sufficient to meet the 80,000 Ib weight-bearing capacity.
Because fire trucks would not be able to use it anyway, we would not be able to
overcome the objections of the owners of the land on which the driveway sits by
convincing a court that those improvements are necessary. Even if we could
create an IFC turnaround, we may not be able to convince a court they are
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necessary, given the drive has been used for decades without those
improvements.

The Lambs have to continue to rely on the fire hydrants for firefighting because
they cannot install an IFC compliant turnaround on their land. You have
acknowledged that you can cross private property in emergency situations such as
presented by a fire, and the neighbors have told us they would have no objection
to your doing so. They probably can improve the driveway sufficiently for
ambulance use but not for large firetrucks.

In this situation, the local fire code must give way to the federal Fair Housing Act,
as set out in our appeal of December 2, 2024, and our presentation at the hearing
of January 27, 2025.

We all agree that emergency access to this property is not up to current codes.
However, the Lambs cannot make the fundamental changes you request for a fire
truck turnaround at the end of the driveway on their property, and may not be
able to make the other requested changes to the driveway. And the Lambs can
continue to occupy the existing house without making any changes. An
exemption from compliance with the IFC Code would enable them to replace that
firetrap with a new, much safer home.

Mr. Mantels raised a rhetorical question at the prior hearing whether the house
will be used for short-term rentals, given it is owned by an LLC with that as its
identified purpose. It will not. It will be used by Culver and Karen from spring to
fall. Their daughters and husbands also use it, as do their nieces and nephews.
They do let some close friends use it, mostly without compensation, but some
friends do give them a little something in return. That is why their Ohio attorney
recommended the LLC. They do not rent it out beyond family and close friends
and have no plans to do so.

As | have previously said, our menu is limited. We have bad: the Lambs continue
to use the unsafe firetrap currently on their property, or better: the Lambs
replace the existing firetrap with an ADA-accessible home, of fire retardant
materials, with sprinkling, and up to current codes. What we don’t have on the
menu is perfect: that they replace the firetrap with a new safer home and replace
the existing access with access meeting the IFC and township requirements. They
simply cannot do that.
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Where “perfect” is not available, the federal Fair Housing Act requires local units
of government to accept “better”, a reasonable accommodation that allows a
handicapped person to enjoy his or her property as others can. That is what we
are seeking by requesting that the Lambs be allowed to replace the existing
firetrap with a safer home without having to bring the driveway up to the current
requirements of the IFC and township.

3
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SEPTIC FIELDS.

APPROXIMATE WELL LOCATION.
FINAL LOCATION TO BE DETERMINED.

TWO PARKING SPACES. ONE IS o N (.%o : S 1
ADA MINIMUM REQUIREMENT. s T T T T T T T T TR Rt (%

ﬂ PROPOSED ADA

e COMPLIANT BUILDING
) FOOTPRINT INCLUDING
® PORCH, RAMPS AND

_r BASEMENT WINDOW

5'-0" ZONING SETBACK FOR DRIVEWAYS. ‘WELL = 1900 SQUARE FEET

14'-0" TURNING RADIUS AS
APPROVED BY THE STFD.

|||||||||||||| \\H‘ 28'-0" TURNING RADIUS _|_

PROPOSED RESIDENCE SHALL BE MICHIGAN BUILDING AND AMERICAN DISABILITY ACT COMPLIANT. SEPTIC TANKS.
PROPOSED RESIDENCE SHALL BE EQUIPPED WITH AN NFPA 13D SPRINKLER SUPPRESSION SYSTEM.

The Lamb Residence Alternate Hammerhead with Smaller

omAQOm_.cqoo_aUaZn , . _.‘mv_‘:m_%uvwowm O—Oﬁcu
Saugatuck, MI 49453 Turning Radius
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RE:

Jeff Wilcox
P.O. Box 2717

Douglas, M| 49406

John W Warner

Sheet T of 2
PREPARED FOR. Coldwell Banker Woodiand Schmidt
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6540 Washington Road
(Blue Star Highway)

PARTIAL DESCRIPTION: Port of
Section 3, Town 3 North, Rang

Township, Allegan County, Michigan. (See Sheet 2 of
2 for complete descriptions).
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APPROXIMATE WELL LOCATION.
FINAL LOCATION TO BE DETERMINED.

TWO PARKING SPACES. ONE IS ;
ADA MINIMUM REQUIREMENT. Rl T T T T T T T T T

r PROPOSED ADA
COMPLIANT BUILDING

=) FOOTPRINT INCLUDING

@ PORCH, RAMPS AND
BASEMENT WINDOW

L WELL = 1900 SQUARE FEET

A

5'-0" ZONING SETBACK FOR DRIVEWAYS

14'-0" TURNING RADIUS AS
APPROVED BY THE STFD.

PROPOSED RESIDENCE SHALL BE MICHIGAN BUILDING AND AMERICAN DISABILITY ACT COMPLIANT.
PROPOSED RESIDENCE SHALL BE EQUIPPED WITH AN NFPA 13D SPRINKLER SUPPRESSION SYSTEM.

SEPTIC TANKS.

Red parking spaces added during

to outline other parking options.

2/3/2025 BOA meeting by D.C. Mantels

The Lamb Residence Alternate Hammerhead with Smaller
6545 Clearbrook Drive
Saugatuck, MI 49453

i i Feb: 3,2025
Turning Radius ebruary 3,
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Text Box
Red parking spaces added during 2/3/2025 BOA meeting by D.C. Mantels to outline other parking options. 


